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not highly productive, but the dense pine
forests are an important resource. Coal
and petroleum exist in large quantities, and
the fur-bearing animals are numerous. The
principal towns are Dui, Korsakova, Ry-
kovskoie, Muravievski and HaruVimachi, the
seat of government. Japan acquired the
southern half of the island from Russia in
1905, and during the World War extended
its control over the entire island, but by sub-
sequent treaties relinquished its claims north
of 50° parallel of latitude.
SAL'ADIN1 (1137-1193), a celebrated
sultan of Egypt and Syria, who in 1187
caused consternation throughout the Chris-
tian world by his capture of Jerusalem.
This led to the Third Crusade (see cru-
sades), and the fall of Acre in 1191.
Saladin's defeats at the hand of Richard I
of England compelled him to conclude a
truce, which was followed by the withdrawal
of Richard. The following year Saladin
died at Damascus. A fine delineation of his
character is found in The Talisman, by Sir
Walter Scott.
SALAMANDER, a small lizardlike ani-
mal belonging to the same class as the frog
and toad (see amphibians). It has a long,
slender body, a narrow, pointed tail, and
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SPOTTED SALAMANDER
four straggling legs which give it the ap-
pearance of a tiny alligator. The salamander
is found in Europe and North America, ex-
cept in the extremely cold regions. It lives
under stones or logs and in other moist
places, and feeds on insects, worms and snails.
The spotted salamander of Central and
Southern Europe is best known. It is from
six to eight inches long, and has a smooth
skin with black and yellow markings. The
skin is covered with glands which secrete a
sticky substance believed by some to be
poisonous. A species frequently found in
the United States and Mexico has a black,
velvety skin. Salamanders breed in the
water. The young, called tadpoles, breathe
by external gills, which they retain for a
long time.
 SAI/AMIS, a horseshoe-shaped island
of Greece situated in the Gulf of Aegina,
about ten miles east of Athens. It has a
mountainous surface, but a fertile soil, well
adapted to the cultivation of olives and
grapes. The area is about thirty-six square
miles. The celebrated naval Battle of Sala-
mis was fought here in 480 B. o.? in which the
Persians under Xerxes were defeated by the
Greeks. The chief town is Salamis, or
Kuluri. In the World War construction of
a new arsenal for the Greek navy was begun
here.
SAL AMMONIAC, amo'niak, the
chloride of ammonium, now generally ob-
tained as a by-product of gas works. The
commercial article is in the form of fibrous
white crystals. It is used as a remedy for
stomach disorders and occasionally in cases of
pneumonia. Crude sal ammoniac is used in
charging electric batteries, in textile print-
ing, in galvanizing iron and in soldering.
SALARY GRAB, the name popularly
applied to an act of the United States Con-
gress, passed in 1873, increasing the sal-
aries of members of Congress, - the Presi-
dent, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives and Associate Justices. The increase
in salaries was to take effect from 1871.
This back-pay legislation was the feature that
gave the act its name, and also caused such
a storm of indignation throughout the coun-
try that it was repealed in 1874. The in-
crease in salaries was from $5,000 to $10,000,
for Senators; from $5,000 to $7,500, for
Representatives; from $8,000 to $10,000,
for the Vice-President, Speaker and Asso-
ciate Justices; and from $25,000 to $50,000,
for the President. When the law was re-
pealed all salaries except those of the presi-
dent and the Associate Justices were reduced
to their former amounts.
SALAYER, sahli'er, ISLANDS, or
SALEYER ISLANDS, a group of about
thirty small coral islands in the Indian Ocean,
south of the Celebes, forming a part of the
Dutch East Indian possessions. Salayer Is-
land, the largest, covers an area of about 250
square miles. The inhabitants are Malays
and number about 80,000, nearly all of whom
are Mohammedans. The chief exports are
ebony, teak, indigo, coffee, cotton and tobacco.
The islands are especially noted for their fine
breeds of horses.
SAXEM, mass,, the county seat of Essex
County, sixteen miles northeast of Boston, on

